Revisiting a protocol for extraction of mycobacterial lipids.
Determination of lipid content of any biological sample is essential for various kinds of studies related to pathogenicity and drug development. Thus, reliable methods for the quantitative extraction of lipids are of critical importance. The mycobacterial cell wall is largely composed of lipids. Commonly used methods to extract lipids, such as the Bligh and Dyer method or the Folch method, yield a low amount of lipids when applied to mycobacterial cells. This study presents an efficient modification of Chandramauli's method, a less known method developed at this institute earlier that is able to yield a considerably higher concentration of mycobacterial lipids.